
The Christmas Term at Stonyhurst has been a busy one for both the College and St Mary's Hall. The campus is

now festooned with Christmas trees and as the term comes to an end, and the excitement for Christmas builds,

we are delighted to share some of the highlights from this term.  

With the lifting of restrictions, regular sports fixtures have returned to our school calendar, and what a successful

term it has been for our sports teams. Our 1st XV won 40-22 against our sporting rivals, Ampleforth, a celebration

for all of Stonyhurst, especially during our Rugby Centenary year! SMH's 1st XIII and U12s team triumphed over

Sedbergh, despite the terrible weather conditions. Our hockey players have also been doing well, and we were

delighted to announce, earlier this term, that one of our Poets, Hannah, and one of our Syntaxians, Lily, have

been selected for Lancashire U18 hockey. Lily has been selected for the last five years running! Our SMH teams

have also been achieving successes, with Harriet taking a hat-trick win for the U11 hockey match against AKS.

Whilst many of our pupils were running up and down the pitches, Will, in Syntax was running the Fells,

becoming the U17 Yorkshire Fell Running Champion.

The end of October was the start of the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26), during this

time, our pupils took the opportunity to vocalise their thoughts on climate change by sending letters to Downing

Street. In addition, SMH took part in an event designed to act against climate change. Pupils were presented

with a variety of engaging workshops hosted by ‘Creature’, an outreach education project. Over the course of two

days, 24 workshops were presented at the school by distinguished experts from various industries, with multiple

virtual lessons being held by experts and organisations from around the world. 

As the term moved into November, we were thrilled to support our Rhetoric pupils in announcing the launch of

the St Aloysius Bursary Appeal. The idea for this incredible enterprise came from Rhetoric themselves, and is

intended to be their Leavers’ Gift to the school, enabling a child who financially would be unable to attend

Stonyhurst to benefit from a Stonyhurst education. 

On the 11th November, Stonyhurst fell silent in remembrance. The College staff and pupils gathered at the War

Memorial, whilst SMH staff and pupils gathered in the SMH grounds to remember the service and sacrifice of

those who fought and died in the line of duty. 

On the 24th November, Stonyhurst took part in the national campaign: Red Wednesday. Along with buildings

across the country, including the Houses of Parliament, Stonyhurst was lit up in red to raise awareness for the

millions of people affected by religious persecution around the world. Pupils and staff wore items of red and were

encouraged to donate a £1, with proceeds going to Aid to the Church in Need, an international charity that works

on the ground with those affected.

During the term audiences were treated to fantastic performances, including a Mozart 230 concert, marking the

230th anniversary of Mozart's death. The College pupils' performance of Oliver! was exceptional, drawing the

audience in with excitement, humour and emotion, when Nancy sang her reprise of 'As Long As He Needs Me'

you could hear a pin drop. A wonderful performance by a very talented cast. Moving from the streets of Victorian

London to the heat of Agrabah, SMH transported its audience to the world of Aladdin, bringing the vibrant story

to life. The audience were enthralled by the magical journey which was brilliantly provided by our SMH pupils. 
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On Wednesday 13th October, Stonyhurst

organised a Mass of Thanksgiving for members of

the Thomas Weld Society and supporters of

Stonyhurst and The Stonyhurst Foundation. 

The Mass, which took place at the Church of the

Immaculate Conception, Farm Street, London, was

concelebrated by Fr Dominic Robinson SJ and Fr

Nick King SJ and was well attended by members

of the Stonyhurst family. 

Following Mass, guests were invited to a sparkling

afternoon tea, providing the perfect opportunity

for everyone to catch up with old friends and meet

new. 

Our thanks go to Fr Dominic SJ and Fr Nick SJ for

a wonderful Service and to Catherine Crombie,

Lay Chaplain at Stonyhurst College, for her

assistance. 

This event was popular and allowed Stonyhurst to

thank all those who do so much to support the

College. 

We are looking forward to next year's annual

events. More details will follow in due course. 

Thomas Weld Society Mass and Afternoon Tea in London

We are delighted to announce that The Stonyhurst Foundation has

been formally recognised by the IDPE (Institute for Development

Professionals in Education) in its 'Celebrating Impact Awards'.

IDPE - Celebrating Impact Awards

Cathie Butcher, Foundation Manager and Suzanne Wheeler, Head of Development, recorded a podcast with

the CEO of IDPE so that fundraisers in other Independent Schools can hear what the Foundation does, and

learn about its journey. 

The podcast is a great, short refresher on what the Foundation and the Stonyhurst Development Office have

been doing during COVID and a summary of achievements to date. 

  

Huge thank you to Cathie, Suzanne, Eva, and Lorna for their hard work, and to all staff who help the team in

so many ways – Stonyhurst is the only school to receive this recognition so far this year. 

The podcast is available to listen to on The Stonyhurst Foundation website.

Each November the IDPE recognises those schools and endowments

which it believes have had the greatest impact in their community

and beyond. 

TWS

https://www.stonyhurstfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Celebrating-impact-UPDATED.mp3


On the 23rd August 2021, Stonyhurst was delighted to be part of the Choral Evening Prayer Service, in the Chapel

Royal at Hampton Court, on the occasion of the ‘Gold and Glory’ exhibition which was on display at Hampton

Court Palace. Stonyhurst was honoured to be a major supporter of this extraordinary exhibition, lending the Henry

VII Chasuble, among other artefacts.

The Choral Service, led by Reverend Canon Paul Wright MA Sub-Dean of Her Majesty’s Chapels and Reverend

Father Damian Howard SJ Provincial, was well attended by members of the Stonyhurst family, including OS,

current and past parents.

Our pupils in the choir, as well as pupils from other British Jesuit schools, were treated to an in-depth educational

visit to the exhibition, led by our Curator, Dr Jan Graffius FSA, before giving a beautiful choral performance in the

Chapel.

Following the Service, guests gathered for a drinks reception in Hampton Court. It was wonderful to see so many

members of the Stonyhurst community together again.

This special occasion was a combined effort between the Collections, the Music Department, the Development

Team, The Stonyhurst Foundation, the British Jesuit Province and Hampton Court. Our thanks go to the team at

Hampton Court, without whom this event would not have been possible.

Choral Evening Prayer Service at Hampton Court



Dubai Reception

On Saturday 13th November, we held a reception in

Dubai for our OS, past parents and prospective

families. Everyone enjoyed an evening of

recollections of times at Stonyhurst, friendships

were renewed and new families looked forward to

joining the Stonyhurst Family.

After the challenges of last year it was a pleasure to

catch up with the Stonyhurst community in person.

Oxford Campion Hall Community

and OS Dinner

100 years ago, on the 30th November 1921 an

Oxford OS dinner was held at the Clarendon

Hotel, Oxford. Almost exactly 100 years later, at

Campion Hall, Oxford, we held a similar dinner for

OS who are currently studying or working at

Oxford University and for members of the

Campion Hall community. 

Prior to the dinner, Mark Thompson OS and

Patron of The Stonyhurst Foundation, gave a talk

on 'The Real Battle for Free Speech'. We were

thrilled to be joined by members of the Campion

Hall community and Oxford University, together

with over 120 people watching the livestream.

This included Rhetoricians and OS from across the

UK and the globe, including Thailand, the USA

and Newfoundland.

Online Receptions

The lifting of COVID restrictions has allowed us

to host a number of in person events both in the

UK and overseas. However, following the success

of our online receptions last year, we have

continued and will continue to organise these for

members of the Stonyhurst family around the

world. 

On Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd December

we held an online USA and Canada Reception and

a Mexican Reception respectively. 

It was lovely to see so many members of the

Stonyhurst community virtually joining us from

their various locations. The evenings provided

everyone with the opportunity to catch up and

reminisce about their time at Stonyhurst. 



The 'Passing It On' Appeal - A new pavilion for Smithfield

In recognition of the contribution of the Gibraltarian OS and families to

Stonyhurst life, and in particular to rugby at the College, the pavilion will

be named ‘The Gibraltar Pavilion’. 

Building will begin in the Easter Term and we look forward to this new

and exciting Stonyhurst development. 

Stonyhurst is continuing to celebrate its rugby centenary, by reminiscing about past games, tournaments and achievements,

as well as looking to the future and the many rugby-playing generations to come.

Centenary of Stonyhurst Rugby

The Annual Fund 2021/2022 was launched in October. This annual appeal seeks to support the Stonyhurst co-

curricular activities and extend still further the richness and variety of the programme. We wish to ignite and

nurture the flame of each individual pupil across the age range. 

 Annual Fund 2021/2022

The response by parents and OS to the 2021/2022 Annual Fund continues to be very generous and we have

received funding for a new state of the art cricket net system at SMH, which will allow year round coaching

sessions and provide a quality facility for superior technical development. 

If you would like to find out more about this year's Annual Fund projects, please visit the Stonyhurst

Development website. 

A golf simulator

Golf is an increasingly popular sport and pastime

amongst our pupils; however the Ribble Valley weather

often prevents play, therefore we are very keen to purchase a golf simulator

enabling more boys and girls to enjoy golf at Stonyhurst whatever the

weather!

Stonyhurst has recently re-wilded the field behind the

Jesuit Gardens as part of our commitment to Caring for

Our Common Home. This space will be used for retreats, environmental

learning activities and to take time for quiet reflection and contemplation.

Each year we take another step in our quest to inspire the individual in their all-round personal growth.

Ultimately, we are seeking to discover and nurture each pupil's gifts and unlock potential wherever it may be. 

This year's projects include: 

Meadow Garden

The magnificent Henry VII Cope, on loan to the

Stonyhurst Collections from the British Jesuit Province, 

Museum Case

is the foundation stone of the Collections, and the Cope is known to have

been at St Omers as early as 1609. The Cope will be the centrepiece of a new

display by the Collections, located in the Do Room, the heart of the school.

Its display will demonstrate the breadth of the Collections and tell the stories

associated with the growth of the museum, its key and unique role in the

cultural, educational and spiritual life of the College since the 17th century,

highlighting the importance of former donors and collectors.

It will support our pupils' connection to their natural environment and

further opportunity for environmental learning. We are seeking the funding

for four wooden benches.

If you would like to donate to the Annual Fund 2021/2022, please visit our JustGiving

 page https://justgiving.com/campaign/stonyhurstannualfund2021

https://development.stonyhurst.ac.uk/annual-fund/
https://justgiving.com/campaign/stonyhurstannualfund2021


The Stonyhurst Foundation Online Shop - New Stock

 

Visit the online shop at: https://stonyhurstfoundationshop.org/

Joey Garcia OS Talk 

On the 5th November, staff and pupils were treated to a presentation
by Joey Garcia OS on Cryptocurrency. 

Joey is considered to be one of the global pioneers for the regulation
of the virtual currency and distributed ledger technology space. He
was recognised by Chambers&Partners as one of the top 12 lawyers in
the world in this space in the first Global ranking, as well as being a
Band One Chambers Fintech ranked lawyer. 

He now acts as a Consultant for the United Nations in assessing a
number of jurisdictions around the world on their approach to the
regulation and use of developing blockchain technology. 

The talk was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Many thanks to Tim Hanley
who helped organise this talk. 

https://stonyhurstfoundationshop.org/


Peter Anwyl - R.I.P

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of

Peter Anwyl, who died peacefully on the morning of

the 23rd September 2021 at the age of 84.

Peter was the former Headmaster of Stonyhurst St

Mary's Hall after which he worked in the Admissions

and Marketing Department of the College, building

strong relationships with pupils and parents across the

world. 

Following his retirement, he remained an active

supporter of Stonyhurst. He was involved in

fundraising appeals, and Admissions and Development

trips abroad, particularly to Germany, Spain and

Gibraltar. 

Peter was a proud member of the Thomas Weld

Society, taking on the mantle of President of the

Society in 2019. He actively supported Stonyhurst in

encouraging further Legacy Gifts. 

Peter’s support, warmth, and friendship is a huge loss

to Stonyhurst, its staff, OS,the wider community and

to the Thomas Weld Society. I know you will join me

in extending our most sincere condolences to his

friends and family at this sad time.

17th May 1937- 23rd September 2021

Beloved and devoted husband of the late Carol, much-loved father of

Jonathan, Mark and Louise and loving grandfather of  Jack, Felix,

Harry and Dominic.



 

Classic Car Tour - Stonyhurst College/Ribble Valley - 24th-26th May 2022
For more information, please contact: development@stonyhurst.ac.uk

100 Years of Rugby Tournament - Stonyhurst College - Friday 3rd June 2022

We thank you for your support and generosity,

and wish you and your family a very merry

Christmas and a happy new year.

Upcoming Events 
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